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THIRD SECTOR NEWS 

 

 
IMPORTANT CHANGES TO DISCLOSURE SERVICES 
 
Make Sure You're Ready! 
 
The Disclosure Act will improve the disclosure system in Scotland by removing unnecessary 
barriers for people with convictions as they seek employment or other opportunities and enhance 
the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Upcoming changes will be introduced in 1 
April 2025 and charities, particularly those who work with vulnerable adults or children, should be 
aware of what's changing.  
 
Key Changes from 1 April 2025:  

 Reduction in Disclosure Products 

 Applicants control their information, sharing disclosures or seeking reviews. 

 Tailored approach to childhood offences and conviction reviews. 

 Mandatory PVG Scheme: Required for regulated roles with children and protected adults. 

For more details visit the Disclosure Scotland website, read more on the Volunteer Scotland 
website or subscribe to the VSDS Newsletter. 
 
 
VOLUNTEER SCOTLAND IS HOLDING FREE ONLINE SESSIONS TO HELP YOU 
UNDERSTAND THESE CHANGES   
Several dates are available and sessions start from Tuesday 7 January 2025.  
More information on Training sessions can be found here. 
 

  

 

https://www.disclosure.gov.scot/disclosure-act-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.disclosure.gov.scot/disclosure-act-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.volunteerscotland.net/news/disclosure-services-news/the-disclosure-scotland-act-2020-what-do-you-need-to-know-and-do-now
https://www.volunteerscotland.net/news/disclosure-services-news/the-disclosure-scotland-act-2020-what-do-you-need-to-know-and-do-now
https://beeline.blue2.co.uk/t/r-l-thlyiuil-hdsujdkdd-m/
https://tsimoray.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e0a75f930db00734283afc7d&id=c9827a2bc9&e=071376d6e7
https://tsimoray.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e0a75f930db00734283afc7d&id=c9827a2bc9&e=071376d6e7
https://tsimoray.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e0a75f930db00734283afc7d&id=c9827a2bc9&e=071376d6e7
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BUY SOCIAL SCOTLAND’S ETHICAL CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 2024 
Buy Social Scotland are excited to launch their 2024 Ethical Christmas Gift Guide! The guide 
includes gift options from incredible social enterprises from all around Scotland, with something 
for every budget. 
 

 
CELEBRATING RURAL RESILIENCE: THE MICHAEL DOWER AWARD 
 
The Michael Dower Award honours individuals and communities building rural resilience across 
Europe. It showcases impactful work on economic, environmental, and social challenges, 
fostering local empowerment. Apply here by February 14, 2025, to share your initiative or 
individual efforts for a stronger rural future. 
 

 
THE HEAT NETWORKS REGULATION: IMPLEMENTING CONSUMER PROTECTIONS 
CONSULTATION IS OPEN 
 
The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and Ofgem have launched the heat networks 
regulation: implementing consumer protections consultation. They are seeking your views on 
consumer protection requirements such as standards of conduct, protections for vulnerable 
consumers and more. This consultation will be of particular interest to consumer groups, those in 
the heat network industry (such as developers) and local government. 
 
Ofgem are hosting a series of webinars to explain the key proposals in the consultation and you 
will have the opportunity to ask questions.  
 
The consultation will close at 11:59pm on Friday 31 January 2025. 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHARITY REGULATOR 

 
HAVE YOU SUBMITTED YOUR ONLINE ANNUAL RETURN? 
 
Almost 20% of Scottish charities have a deadline in December. If your charity’s deadline is 
coming up soon, please ensure you are ready to submit your online annual return, along with 
annual accounts, a Trustees’ Annual Report and an external scrutiny report. This is a legal 
requirement, and charities must send this information to us within 9 months of their financial 
year-end date. 
 
Read our guidance and tips on submitting your online annual return 
 

 
WEBINAR - GETTING IT RIGHT: YOUR ONLINE ANNUAL RETURN AND ACCOUNTS, 
WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2024 FROM 1PM-2PM 
 
Join OSCR's accounting experts for a free online webinar which explains more about your 
annual duties, how to submit, and what your online annual return and accounts should include. 
The webinar will be held on Wednesday 11 December 2024 from 1pm-2pm, and you can sign up 
for free now. 
 

  

https://www.buysocialscotland.com/blog/the-christmas-gift-guide-2024
https://michaeldoweraward.eu/
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=e8bc54133a&e=ee3ded4093
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/heat-networks-regulation-implementing-consumer-protections?utm_campaign=2562265_CARES_Newsletter_2December2024_EC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Energy%20Saving%20Trust%20Scot&dm_i=2PT0,1IX21,8SKW3P,643O2,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/heat-networks-regulation-implementing-consumer-protections?utm_campaign=2562265_CARES_Newsletter_2December2024_EC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Energy%20Saving%20Trust%20Scot&dm_i=2PT0,1IX21,8SKW3P,643O2,1
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDSstQeEpDRmJKF_k7pJUFtGRwT-ajg9qSoSp-HJ0tEaJoVwQM
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDSstQeEpDRmJKF_k7pJUFtGRwT-ajg9qSoSp-HJ0tEaJoVwQM
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDTstQee0Y1B5-D3rH_hFokcOCi4_4rBydG_vZJ_hpTFldbiTE
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDQ2tQegNRSl6s89owpKb42SLmBPRkFrrNfQfuhYYhxWzOhRiE
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDQ2tQegNRSl6s89owpKb42SLmBPRkFrrNfQfuhYYhxWzOhRiE
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDVstQe_Ny6XProxO4kf-W-BOvYsb7S1z4fKqwemeE7_2HEfjQ
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/have-you-submitted-your-online-annual-return/
https://beeline.blue2.co.uk/t/r-l-thlyiuil-hdsujdkdd-j/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/sign-up-for-our-webinar-getting-it-right-your-online-annual-return-and-accounts/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/sign-up-for-our-webinar-getting-it-right-your-online-annual-return-and-accounts/
https://beeline.blue2.co.uk/t/r-l-thlyiuil-hdsujdkdd-d/
https://beeline.blue2.co.uk/t/r-l-thlyiuil-hdsujdkdd-d/
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OSCR OFFICE CLOSURES 
 
OSCR will be closed during the festive period between Christmas and New Year. Our phone 
lines will close at 12 noon on Tuesday 24 December 2024. The office will then be closed for the 
holidays, and the office and phone lines will reopen at 9.30am on Friday 3 January 2024. 
 
If you have an online annual return deadline of 31 December 2024, please log in to OSCR 
Online now to ensure you have access, and submit well ahead of the deadline if possible. We 
will not be able to assist with any queries during the holiday period. 
 

 
REVITALISING TRUSTS PROJECT RECOVERS SCOTLAND'S MISSING MILLIONS 
 
The Revitalising Trusts project, a collaboration between the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) 
and major funder, Foundation Scotland, has so far released over £5 million of dormant funds for 
public benefit since the project launched in 2021.  The project has to date identified over 300 
inactive charitable trusts of varying sizes and purposes, with forgotten funds often lying dormant 
in accounts for several decades and in some cases well over a century. 
 

 
SCVO & OSCR WEBINAR RECORDING: CHARITY LAW IS CHANGING: HOW YOUR 
TRUSTEES AND SENIOR MANAGEMENT MAY BE AFFECTED 
 
The implementation of important new measures in charity law is currently under way. One 
important change is that The Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Act 2023 will 
extend the range of criteria that result in automatic disqualification. This could affect both your 
trustees and senior management.  Find out more about the changes at this webinar. 
 
There will be a further update on the charity law changes at an OSCR event at the Gathering in 
February plus lots of other useful sessions. You can book your slot now. 
 

 
 
 

 

RESOURCES 

 
THE COMMUNITY LEARNING EXCHANGE FUND  
 
The Community Learning Exchange fund from the Scottish Community Alliance offers funding to 
support community learning visits. This will help local community groups to connect and share 
peer learnings across Scotland. This fund supports learning visits that take place virtually and in-
person. 
 

 
SCOTLAND'S LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKFORCE REPORT 2024 
 
Scotland’s Local Government Workforce Report 2024 has been published by the Society of 
Personnel and Development Scotland, Solace Scotland and the Improvement Service. 
The Executive Summary states that ‘Scotland’s councils are facing significant challenges in 
maintaining and developing workforce capacity caused by a range of factors including financial 
pressures; an ageing workforce; increased service demand; recruitment difficulties; differing 
population changes across the country; skills gaps and pay competition from other sectors. 
 

  

https://beeline.blue2.co.uk/t/r-l-thlyiuil-hdsujdkdd-u/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/revitalising-trusts-project-recovers-scotlands-missing-millions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CMpJy4YLio&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CMpJy4YLio&feature=youtu.be
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=proofpoint.com&u=&i=NWNmNjk2YTEzZTU5N2YxNDA5YjVjNTU4&t=dnpzd0pCc2NoV1I1TzRDc2FsejZjWTVXdHIydHhqajk3NXNrd3daTzR6TT0=&h=a16c00228a664ab0ae273401c2a1c630&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZvpY31n5JlF-z3AKeKM_0XhvY1Je4OBHJn0iy0tVKG7A
https://scvo.scot/the-gathering/events/a1vP100000DIUPxIAP/get-ready-for-the-new-charities-act?day=tuesday&page=1
https://scvo.scot/the-gathering/events/a1vP100000DIUPxIAP/get-ready-for-the-new-charities-act?day=tuesday&page=1
https://scvo.scot/the-gathering?utm_source=scvo
https://scottishcommunityalliance.org.uk/community-learning-exchange
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDZstQemaelsSZtO7McpMyfn2mI4fZfhhY-XrPG2YnkrLy1SO0
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASCAidUeFokZqTG1GqEybVdBlsEi8xQrLHktrL3ZYIFfcryEtA8
https://khub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cceb39733f2e9a839ef0e835f&id=026a1352e5&e=9edb43cd3a
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MENTAL WELFARE COMMISSION SUPPORTED DECISION MAKING GOOD PRACTICE 
GUIDE 
 
The guide was produced for the Commission by Jill Stavert, Professor of Mental Health and 
Capacity Law, Edinburgh Napier University. It sets out why supported decision-making is an 
important concept.  It explains how adults with mental illness (including dementia), learning 
disabilities and other related conditions, who may have difficulty making decisions, can be 
supported to ensure that decisions made, by or about them, genuinely reflect their choices’.  
 

 
HEALTH IMPROVEMENT SCOTLAND - STANDARDS FOR THE CARE OF OLDER PEOPLE  
 
The new Standards for the care of older people have been published (November 2024) by 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS). ‘These standards update and replace Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland’s Standards of Care for Older People in Hospital (2015). They apply in all 
settings where older people living with frailty receive health and social care.  
 

 
THE EQUALLY SAFE DELIVERY PLAN  (PDF) 
 
The Equally Safe Delivery Plan: Summer 2024 - Spring 2026 has been developed by COSLA 
and the Scottish Government with a range of partners.  The new plan sits below the refreshed 
Equally Safe strategy and provides information on tangible actions which will be taken to realise 
the ambitions of the strategy.   
  

 
ADULT PROTECTION AND THE LAW IN SCOTLAND 
 
The Third Edition of this resource fully updates the text and includes coverage of:  

 The evolving understanding of wider types of harm such as hoarding behaviour and 
coercive control 

 The Revised Codes of Practice on the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007 
and Adult Protection Committees 

 Human rights developments, including incorporation of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, authorisation of deprivation of liberty, issues with use of section 13ZA of the 
Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, and local authority applications for guardianship. 

 
RSABI ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR £400 HEATING GRANT 
 
RSABI is offering £400 Help for Heating grants to support Scotland's agricultural community 
struggling with heating costs this winter. The charity also provides emotional, practical, and 
financial assistance. Apply via 0808 1234 555 or the RSABI website. Their 24/7 helpline ensures 
confidential support. #KeepTalking to spread awareness and help others stay warm. 
 

 
FREE THIRD SECTOR CRISIS RECOVERY SERVICE 
Are you a community group, social enterprise or third sector organisation really worried about 
your future sustainability or facing very severe challenges and not sure where to turn? Follow the 
link to the FREE Third Sector Crisis Recovery Service run by partners such as Community 
Enterprise, DTAS and InspirAlba and someone will be in touch quickly. 
 

 
 

https://khub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cceb39733f2e9a839ef0e835f&id=bcf4e45a2b&e=9edb43cd3a
https://khub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cceb39733f2e9a839ef0e835f&id=bcf4e45a2b&e=9edb43cd3a
https://khub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cceb39733f2e9a839ef0e835f&id=07e34e5120&e=9edb43cd3a
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2024/08/equally-safe-delivery-plan/documents/equally-safe-delivery-plan-summer-2024-spring-2026/equally-safe-delivery-plan-summer-2024-spring-2026/govscot%3Adocument/equally-safe-delivery-plan-summer-2024-spring-2026.pdf
https://khub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cceb39733f2e9a839ef0e835f&id=3faf64fd0a&e=9edb43cd3a
https://www.rsabi.org.uk/
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=45b4aa3048&e=ee3ded4093
https://sesupportmap.scot/recovery/
https://sesupportmap.scot/recovery/
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FORTHCOMING TRAINING AND EVENTS 

 
 
MAKING WORK WORK: PROGRAMME FOR WOMEN SOCIAL ENTERPENEURS (READY TO 
RISE) 
 
The Challenges Group and Firstport have announced a new programme of support for women 
social entrepreneurs. Expressions of interest can be submitted now, with applications opening in 
January. 
  
Ready to RISE is for you if you are a woman in Scotland who: 

 has an early-stage idea to start an organisation with a social or environmental purpose 
(like a social enterprise or charity) but aren’t sure where to start; AND/OR 

 can see a problem that needs fixing in our society or your local community but aren’t sure 
how to galvanise people around you to help; AND/OR 

 think starting an impact-driven business is the way to achieve the (work)life blend and 
purpose you seek. 

 
UHI CHILDHOOD, YOUTH, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 
ONLINE OPEN DAYS 
 
In these sessions we will offer information including an overview of the following programmes   

 BA (Hons) Child and Youth Studies   

 BA (Hons) Child and Youth Studies with Community Learning and Development  

 BA (Hons) Childhood Practice   

 Masters in Children and Young People's Participation and Leadership   

 Building Resilience: Understanding the Impact of ACEs (SCQF level 11) CPD Award  
 How to select the right programme for the individual   

 Explanation of fully online delivery and how this supports successful study   

The open days are taking place on:  

 Thursday 9th January 2025 18:30-19:30   

 Thursday 6th March 2025 18:30-19:30   

 Thursday 1st May 2025 18:30-19:30   

 Thursday 7th August 2025 18:30-19:30  

 Thursday 2nd October 2025 18:30-19:30  

To register and book please follow the links here:  
Study with us - Open days and information sessions - come and see us!  
   
If you would like any specific information, please contact the following:  

 Dr Mei-Li Roberts BA (Hons) Child and Youth Studies and BA (Hons) Child and Youth 
Studies with Community Learning and Development Programme Leader Mei-
Li.Roberts.perth@uhi.ac.uk   

 Debbie Corbett BA (Hons) Childhood Practice Programme Leader, 
Debbie.Corbett.perth@uhi.ac.uk  

 Katrina MacIntyre MA Children and Young People’s Participation and Leadership 

Programme Leader Katrina.MacIntyre.perth@uhi.ac.uk   

https://www.makingworkwork.scot/rise
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ba-hons-child-and-youth-studies/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ba-hons-child-and-youth-studies-with-community-learning-and-development/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ba-hons-childhood-practice/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/ma-children-and-young-peoples-participation-and-leadership/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/courses/cpd-award-building-resilience-understanding-the-impact-of-aces-scqf-level-11/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/open-days/
mailto:Mei-Li.Roberts.perth@uhi.ac.uk
mailto:Mei-Li.Roberts.perth@uhi.ac.uk
mailto:Debbie.Corbett.perth@uhi.ac.uk
mailto:Katrina.MacIntyre.perth@uhi.ac.uk
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WEBINAR: MEET THE FUNDER WITH SCOTTISH LAND FUND & SSE COMMUNITY 
INVESTMENT 
 
The latest in Funding Scotland's series of "Meet the funder" webinars will take place 
on WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER AT 14:00 - 15:00, featuring speakers from the Scottish Land 
Fund & SSE Community Investment. 
 
Anyone can attend for free. This webinar is aimed in particular at community groups/organisations 
looking for funding to support their community. Book your place here! 
 
Are you looking for funding to purchase land or a building to benefit your community? Or perhaps 
to ensure the sustainability of your local community group? Join SCVO's Rachel Boyd for an 
online meet the funder session to hear from the Scottish Land Fund and SSE Community 
Investment about their grant programmes. 
 
You can watch a recordings of on SCVO's YouTube channel. 
 

 
COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP IN VILLAGES LEARNING EXCHANGE 
 
Scottish Rural Action and Community Land Scotland invite you to a free IN PERSON learning 
exchange in Thornhill on January 30th, 2025. Discover how the Old School Thornhill became a 
community asset, enjoy lunch, and connect with peers. Learn funding tips, join discussions, and 
network. Spaces are limited—sign up today! Travel bursary support available for delegates – 
please note at the time of registration if you will need it. 
 

 
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON ISLANDS, 11 DECEMBER 2024, 13:00 - 14:00, ONLINE 
Join MSPs and Paul McLennan, Minister for Housing, on December 11th for an online discussion 
about housing challenges and opportunities in Scotland’s islands. Hosted by the Cross Party 
Group on Islands, this event invites you to share insights, ask questions, and help shape future 
policies for island communities. 
 

 
TREASURER TRAINING, MON, JAN 20, 2025 AT 6:00 PM- 8.30PM, MARKET HOUSE, 
LERWICK 
Join Wendy Hand on this FREE course for voluntary/community groups to improve their treasurer 
skills. Topics Covered: 

 Treasurer role and responsibilities 

 Recording income and expenditure 

 Recording petty cash 

 Reconciling the books with the bank statement 

 Keeping files, receipts and forms 

 Presenting financial information 

 
UNDERSTANDING FINANCES, SAT, FEB 22, 2025 AT 10:00AM - 12.30PM, MARKET HOUSE, 
LERWICK 
 
This FREE course is for anyone who is involved with a committee/ has a treasurer role who would 
like to understand more about finances.  The workshop, designed for voluntary groups, will help 
you develop the knowledge and confidence to understand, monitor and question financial 
information and to use this to contribute to Board decisions regarding financial planning and 
expenditure. 
 

https://scvo.scot/events-training/calendar/a1vP100000ELiFjIAL/meet-the-funder-with-scottish-land-fund-sse-community-investment
https://scvo.scot/events-training/calendar/a1vP100000ELiFjIAL/meet-the-funder-with-scottish-land-fund-sse-community-investment
https://scvo.scot/events-training/calendar/a1vP100000ELiFjIAL/meet-the-funder-with-scottish-land-fund-sse-community-investment
https://scvo.scot/about/people/contacts/staff/0053z00000DCBh4AAH/rachel-boyd
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/scottish-land-fund
https://www.sserenewables.com/communities/
https://www.sserenewables.com/communities/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD_XS4xNFQV7voWjfJCv5ZMxwC9S-17T8
https://www.communitylandscotland.org.uk/event/co-villages-thornhill/
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=8b0f5be490&e=ee3ded4093
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cross-party-group-on-islands-focus-on-island-homes-ii-tickets-1088501680829?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/treasurer-training-tickets-1090995610239?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/treasurer-training-tickets-1090995610239?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-finances-tickets-1091009712419?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-finances-tickets-1091009712419?aff=oddtdtcreator
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FREE E-LEARNING FROM JUST ENTERPRISE 
Prefer to learn at a time, place and pace of your own choosing? Just Enterprise eLearning 
programmes are split into short, focused modules that help you fit essential training into your busy 
schedule. Choose the courses that are relevant to you and your organisation and learn at your 
own pace via desktop, laptop, tablet or smartphone. REGISTER NOW 
 

 
 
 

 

 

CLIMATE NEWS 

 
SCOTTISH ONSHORE WIND SECTOR DEAL – COMMUNITY COMMITMENTS UPDATES 
The community commitments in the recent Scottish Onshore Wind Sector Deal cover community 
engagement, community benefits and shared ownership, and they aim to generate, circulate and 
retain more wealth in communities and localities. Progress towards these commitments is being 
monitored and reported on the Scottish Renewables website. 
 

 
THE ROYAL COUNTRYSIDE FUND: NEW FUNDING FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES 
 
Do you have an idea that will generate a new income stream for the local community, or create 
training opportunities for young people? Or perhaps a project that will improve environmental 
sustainability or help your community plan for climate change? New funding is available from The 
Royal Countryside Fund to deliver transformative community-led initiatives in rural areas, 
unlocking the huge potential for positive change in the countryside.  
 
What’s on offer: Community-led organisations can apply for up to £25,000 over a period of 24 
months to deliver projects along the themes of:  
• Keeping Young People in the Countryside  
• Powering up Rural Communities  
• Increasing Environmental Sustainability  
• Building Emergency Resilience in Rural Areas  
 

https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=e8afeb067c&e=ac725ece0f
https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=e8afeb067c&e=ac725ece0f
https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=3672ef1659&e=ac725ece0f
https://www.scottishrenewables.com/membership/policyupdates/scottish-onshore-wind-sector-deal/sector-deal-community-commitments-update?utm_campaign=2562265_CARES_Newsletter_2December2024_EC&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Energy%20Saving%20Trust%20Scot&dm_i=2PT0,1IX21,8SKW3P,643O6,1
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQ2bGcARiFt8b9ASDastQefIByb8oS_JWxOWLnd86Gpjww6OvnUeKH8jpOrrws4Hg
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If you have any questions about the type of projects that they are supporting and how to apply, 
join the RCF webinar on Tuesday, December 17th at 18:00 or visit the RCF website.   
 

 
CLIMATE SPRINGBOARD 
This is a free online programme helping Scottish businesses prepare for net zero. 
Open to any SME, this unique beginner-friendly programme helps companies to navigate the 
changing economy and find opportunities for low-cost but meaningful action to reduce their carbon 
emissions. 
 
The programme runs approximately every six weeks. NB Although the information says the 
programme is open to Scotland-based businesses in any sector but must be trading and have a 
turnover between £1m and £25m, ignore the turnover limits as some small community groups 
have participated on the programme. 
 
Read our short how-to guides for SMEs. They cover a range of topics, from measuring your 
carbon footprint to laying out a long-term climate strategy. 
 

 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATIONS DEMAND CLIMATE ACTION FROM FIRST MINISTER 
 
In an open letter, 74 Scottish organisations urge the First Minister to deliver robust climate action 
following new emissions legislation. They call for fair funding to transition away from fossil fuels, 
improve transport, insulate homes, and support sustainable farming. Immediate action is essential 
for a greener, healthier Scotland and global climate justice. 
 

 
HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS CLIMATE HUB NEWS 
 
MEET THE FUNDER: SHETLAND COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND, THURSDAY 16TH 
JANUARY 2025, 7PM - 8.30PM 
Come along to learn about how Shetland Community Benefit Fund can support your community. 
 
SUSTAINABLE SPACES 
Back for 2024-25, the Hub’s Sustainable Spaces programme is now open to support community 
building’s transitions to becoming sustainable. Our Development Officers are on hand to identify 
opportunities, source sustainable solutions & help secure funding.  
 
CLIMATE ACTION FUND 
Our Climate Action Fund remains open on a rolling monthly basis. Our members are invited to 
apply for up to £500 for new community organisations, new climate action projects or community 
engagement. T&Cs apply.  
 
PAST EVENT RECORDINGS 

 Sustainable Spaces Launch (October 2024) 

 Challenging Poverty through Climate Action: Challenge Poverty Week 2024 (October 
2024) 

 Sustainable Event Planning with Ullapool Unpacked (September 2024) 

 
 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES/ VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 

No Updates This Week 
 

https://bit.ly/4eFx5ut
https://www.royalcountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/rural%20communities/supporting-rural-communities-uk/
https://edinburghcentre.org/projects/climate-business-leaders
https://edinburghcentre.org/news/SMEs-Net-Zero
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/open-letter-to-the-first-minister-end-of-emission-reduction-targets-bill-must-be-a-turning-point-for-action/
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=6b387473f5&e=ee3ded4093
https://scot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0d6cea1b22fc4edc4d31a6fa&id=6b387473f5&e=ee3ded4093
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-the-funder-shetland-community-benefit-fund-tickets-1098151724369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://hiclimatehub.co.uk/sustainablespaces?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=6723790b4acd5964295a526c&ss_email_id=6724c9eea88f2a5a7994a32f&ss_campaign_name=November+Newsletter&ss_campaign_sent_date=2024-11-01T12%3A30%3A41Z
https://hiclimatehub.co.uk/climateactionfund
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6724c9eea88f2a5a7994a32f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FptGJ1_KNcss&w=6138ab2369713b2412a6b2ed&c=b_6723790b4acd5964295a526c&l=en-US&s=IAOYs6LTM4I6keClRsXMf8iUtgE%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6724c9eea88f2a5a7994a32f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FErDVro3F-b4&w=6138ab2369713b2412a6b2ed&c=b_6723790b4acd5964295a526c&l=en-US&s=mLp4-zxaJo-dC2d5FwE2VGeFfzE%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6724c9eea88f2a5a7994a32f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F40nS1WzbbLo&w=6138ab2369713b2412a6b2ed&c=b_6723790b4acd5964295a526c&l=en-US&s=v7_SHgR_EkPZUZnCGsGBeeGGG2U%3D
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT NEWS 

 
REPORTS 
 

 
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL REPORT 
The Education, Children and Young People Committee has published its stage 1 report on the 
Education (Scotland) Bill.  
 

 
LEGISLATION 
 

 
SOCIAL SECURITY (AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL – PASSED ON 3 DECEMBER 2024 
This bill seeks to amend the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 to make changes to the Scottish 
social security system. It also aims to improve the experience of people using the services 
provided by Social Security Scotland. 
 

 
SCOTTISH ELECTIONS (REPRESENTATION AND REFORM) BILL – STAGE 3 
PROCEEDINGS SCHEDULED FOR 17 DECEMBER 2024 
This bill seeks to change the law affecting Scottish Parliament elections and Scottish local 
government elections.  
 

 
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL – STAGE 1 DEBATE SCHEDULED FOR 18 DECEMBER 
2024 
This bill would establish a new body called Qualifications Scotland. It would also create a new 
office: His Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education in Scotland 
 

 
CALLS FOR VIEWS: THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT IS OPEN TO HEARING YOUR VIEWS ON 
A RANGE OF TOPICS:  
 

 
PROPOSED YOUTH WORK (SCOTLAND) BILL 
Deadline: 21 February 2025 
 

 
FUTURE OF FOSTER CARE CONSULTATION 
Closes 6 Feb 2025 
 

 
DEVELOPING A UNIVERSAL DEFINITION OF ‘CARE EXPERIENCE’ 
Closes 8 Jan 2025 
 

 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE MODERNISATION AND ABUSIVE DOMESTIC BEHAVIOUR REVIEWS 
(SCOTLAND) BILL  
Closing date: 10 January 2025 
 

 
RIGHT TO ADDICTION RECOVERY (SCOTLAND) BILL 
Closing date: 20 December 2024 
 

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/ECYP/2024/12/3/0162b5b0-cbbf-4c49-aae1-a332fa0252c7#c456a314-3a9c-4244-93e9-ee652f146232.dita
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxc0NuK4zAMBuCncW5Kgg-J41z4Yrelr1EUW23M-hB8mDBvv2R2YOnc2dL3IyGrqXlOHWo2CzFRtsxzt2kprFnF8rRg1AJyXZhSTJkVJKKc2dI5zSkfGaeSSbaIaYBZTGApX-Vqlqd9kpFGPMqwQ_YOAsY6FJNq5_VW616I-EX4nfD7cRw_DeF3s0FYMfcQbW9SCK5WxHI23j4tZ4z1S-0ZP1xq5Z0XLMWl2MsebTNQz7fZnLcZ41fsM7X46ndMu8f_USLuJkUsJT28i38eFV5E3ORIKYxKScJlq-FhIOzgXpGIG_5u3mN18SIvNzR4Ln85L_RNA1rXwgkDOP9dLKllg0Tcrv9mdVnDJ5YNhq1ZICMtG1YP0Q4pv7qqGVWEX8WsJsKvtPvQ_G8AAAD__21dlFA
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxkjrHOnDAQBp9maU4ge9c2R0GRcKGO0qU6LfZyWMGAsEmUt48uf7q0o_k0X-iVn20lvW6JrNJd21ZLP3kt6AXbuWXHMgfjqbtbjbMzxvpQxR4VGo3Kaac7sg23ZDkonNzkuznMYNQmv3Jz8LlGTrKVJvu9VGu_lHJkoE-AI-AY4isWXo9rWqPnEvftvw3gOOwpxVJEMuD4TY79fNMvw_evgOP7CeCoEXAkwFFph5OdVO2naa6NN13NLLpmIpxZoUXfAo1-3yTn_bnG7cez8AvoYZRic787AXRXSU_P6eD42oAe8vlaVylxu7nbQ7ykSc7bR_mvmiTEK73FxHH9B_N-nV6AHsNHC5C8sY5Jm5q487VBY-qOpKtFnMVZG4eETYiFq7Pn35IXbpYrMBiVFykrb6HZz1dVeq3ugAO1dws4qOpnj38CAAD__62VjHA
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxcz8FugzAMgOGnMZeqKDiQwCGHrYjXqExiSrQQKhKG9vYTW3fZ9fcn2XZG2Kkp2FRaykZUndbFbBDrSrOlia1Wk5StlK7rSNuaHLXKFd6gwLpCoSpVdbIpScuGnMBRjbab3AS1iHyk8klb8LRwzGWyay6CmXN-JpBvgAPgcBzHfwM4jD6EdKXoroGO9BcAh6QAB3a7pezXeD15ONk5BznYNXJK6z34-HHP9ADZC0F12ypGQLXn5W5peZJ_RJA9v-8hcPbxoi49W15G3i7nXy-6sPP7csKFfHjFtO6bZZD97XdXsRn64jRTOe-OoBZp5p-bynV7FNlUogW8Sd02gDdRfBr8DgAA__8v4Hcq
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxcj8uuozAMQL_GbCpQcAiPRRYzRfxGZRKnRBOgImFQ_36Uub2bu_Hi6BzZtloYpwrWdSelEvXQdcWilRtMY8jWVioUSgh27NC1hntnZDMXXqPApkbR1m09SFVRJxVZgXM7m8FZB43Y-IrVi47gaeUtVdHsqQh6SekVQf4CnACn67p-OoDT7EOIJW22DHTFbwA4xTaP3XgKZWRzHj69y5zanJc5DznLPsjJ7BvHuD-C3_48Ej1Bjt1gXS9x7gHbM60PQ-uL_HMDOfLvMwROfru1t5ENrzMft_znR13Z-nPN4ko-fGDcz8MwyPH-tas4NL05LlQtpyVoRFz4_03VfjyLpGvRA95l1yvAuyj-avwXAAD__xoNfgU
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxcj03O2yAQQE-DN5EtzMRgL1i0iXyNaAxDjMpPBLhWb1-5_brpZqR5ek-jsZobN3WkRwUw8XFRqtu1VGozaDgsHGB0BHKCyfHZcSWdnbDzWnBxHwWXoxwXmAZUMKHlYpObWZx17M4TnXX4YAkeI6U2VJNbF_Te2qcy-MbEysR6nuf_DhPr5kOoPSbbBzzrP8DEWuU1TG7N172nQKb5nGpf6FOoUmp47X_KQi6X2F8lg9XkRLXmV_Dpx6vhm8FzsW4Gsc3AhDxafBmMH_TvxOBJ348QqPl0k7cnGYobldv18ZcayfojXmJEH75gzUcxxOD5-HurKxp_Ud1x2A-L7M7rTi1gskMu767pkc9MPEDNExMP3v3U4ncAAAD__1n4gSc
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxcz8FuhCAQgOGnGS-bNTCjiAcO7RpfY4OAKyngRrCmb9_Ybi-9_vMlM2MVM3NbOcU7opbxvuuqRUnOTUOSRC-t6HrZiGaasEfkojFobeUVMmw4MsEF76mtdUettgwnMZl-tjM0LLkj10-9Ba-jS6XOZi1VUEspzwz0BjgCjsdx_DeA4-RDyFed7DXoI_8FwDELwNHZ3eji13Q9eTjZOQcazZpczus9-PRxL_oBNNhZEk6SCFDsJd6Njk_tHwlocO97CK74dBGXwRkXJ7ddzr9eNDrr93jCqH14xbzum3FAw-13V7Up_eXyoutltxoalhf3c1O9bo-qKM4k4I062QLeWPWp8DsAAP__ntl2FQ
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills/proposed-youth-work-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/future-foster-care-consultation/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-developing-universal-definition-care-experience/pages/3/
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsj8vOmzAQRp_GbCLQ-ELiLLxoE7HsK6DBHoJbG0e-UP1vX9Fm2eUcHc3R5wzYdezI8JvkoOHOdbcZd1fAR60ARnHl_EYLgFWk8c4V58p13ggQinPQfFRajoO0JNTqbtdxRUAnmYKdfpfhjTl4jLTXodhUu2C2Wt-FyW9MTExMX6nlw__HZGL62Ur1lpiYcGnFH9S7FOlk_UIbHj613C8-hN5iCP2acv_3FROTTXtpoc7nfYbkSaiUNAe__5orvph8riAWK4k4E9dW42wxvtG_diaf9L2FQNXvF335kQ6KC-XLOfnycSM53-JpRvThA0tq2RKTz8e_WJcNflHZcNiaQ6agbFQD7m5I-dVVw0Ez8ZA3PjLxgO4w4k8AAAD__9-YgbM
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsj8vOmzAQRp_GbCLQ-ELiLLxoE7HsK6DBHoJbG0e-UP1vX9Fm2eUcHc3R5wzYdezI8JvkoOHOdbcZd1fAR60ARnHl_EYLgFWk8c4V58p13ggQinPQfFRajoO0JNTqbtdxRUAnmYKdfpfhjTl4jLTXodhUu2C2Wt-FyW9MTExMX6nlw__HZGL62Ur1lpiYcGnFH9S7FOlk_UIbHj613C8-hN5iCP2acv_3FROTTXtpoc7nfYbkSaiUNAe__5orvph8riAWK4k4E9dW42wxvtG_diaf9L2FQNXvF335kQ6KC-XLOfnycSM53-JpRvThA0tq2RKTz8e_WJcNflHZcNiaQ6agbFQD7m5I-dVVw0Ez8ZA3PjLxgO4w4k8AAAD__9-YgbM
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsz8HOnCAUBeCnwc1EAxdR_wWLdiYu-wqTK1yFFGECaDNv39jO8t-efLnnHqu5WVVDWoxS8Il_ialxWg2kcFzFYgSNkmDgwwr4JRYYhSWCxmvg0AvBJ6H6SapOGoJ-teOgVuRoJet5pD-le2EOHneKtSsm1SZoV-urMPmDwcxgfqcjn_4byWB2hKE6BnP2m6ttTS1a6031KbaZTDopv9vLBoy2XXwIDGaTYjlCfV5Hrwp5JVRKegYffz8rbkw-BMCiLKBgMBx1fxrcX-i3yOSDfh4hUPXxNt1-pZP2hfLtGnv72J2sP_ZL7ujDJyzpyIaYfNz_lzVZ45uKw84dFlnPi6N_b3Ypb03Vgk8M7nIUisGdN6eGvwEAAP__AzyAJg
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